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Case study
on use of the YouthMetre on local level
Adaptability of the urban space to the needs of bikers in Leuven

Presentation - Module 4
How to advocate and engage with policy makers

About the YouthMetre
The YouthMetre allows young people to be:
- informed (they get insight into EU youth statistics through
visualisations);
- inspired (they can check best practices that can help solving their
local issues);
- connected (with other young people and public
authorities/politicians);
- empowered (they can better share their ideas and gain advocacy
skills).
The most important parts of the YouthMetre are visualised
statistics, training course on advocacy and usage of digital
tools, and map "My idea for my community".
The YouthMetre can be also used by public authorities and
politicians as a complementary tool when they want to get in touch
with young people.

Who wants to change the local reality?
Emilie (26) and Karel (27) are recent graduates. Emilie studied urbanism
and spatial planning in Gent and Karel architecture in Leuven. They met
during Erasmus+ youth exchange in Spain. Now they are living in Leuven
and are establishing NGO that aims at solving local issues related to urban
development.

The following document represents a guide for them on how they shall
maximise use of the YouthMetre when proceeding with their advocacy
activities.

What is the issue to be changed
As a topic, Emilie and Karel chose traffic with focus on adaptability of
the urban space to needs of bikers. There are a lot of students using
bike in Leuven but the city is very bike unfriendly. It also seems that
many streets are under construction at the same time, which
complicates traffic as well.
The YouthMetre can be applied to solving the issues in a lot of fields
and at any geographical level.

What are the plans to change the issue
a) To collect relevant data and compare local reality with situation in
other cities in Belgium, but also abroad.
b) To identify the most problematic parts of the city and approach local
authorities.
c) The long-term objective would be to change local policy of urban
and roads’ reconstruction planning.

How YouthMetre can help, part 1
Be informed
Visit http://youthmetre.eu/youthmetre/ and check visualised statistics

Injuries after road accidents

 Interaction with public authorities

How YouthMetre can help, part 1
Be inspired
Check “Good practices” tab at http://youthmetre.eu/youthmetre/

How YouthMetre can help, part 1
Be connected
On the website “SG surveys” (Youth – SG surveys) you can access
map called “My idea for my community”.

Be connected
- Choose the map
- Post the idea by clicking on icon of the edit tool
- Add information and your contact data
- Now everybody can comment on and like your idea/project
- You can share the map on social media or embed it on the website
- You can print the map with your idea/project and used it during
advocacy campaign

What other sources you can use
Statistics:
Statistics Belgium
Official portal of Belgium
Website of Flemish region
Website Leven in Leuven

Social media groups:
Durf te vragen Leuven
Students’ groups (KU Leuven)

How YouthMetre can help, part 2
Be empowered
It doesn’t matter what your goal is – whether it is improvement of local
road or change of urban planning policy – only elaborated campaign can
be successful. For this reason we developed “YouthMetre training
course”.

You will learn information about EU youth policy and indicators,
YouthMetre, how to visualise data, create story maps and, most
importantly, how to communicate with media/public and to create
successful advocacy campaign.
Following documents are publicly accessible:
- Template to design an advocacy campaign
- Guidelines and template timeline of C&D plan

Enhance the YouthMetre and EU
statistics

To know what topics and indicators are important for you and your
community as well as your needs and ideas is very important for us.
Therefore we would like to ask you to fill in one or several surveys and
propose new indicators and topics (if you are proposing those that
are not covered yet, please use survey about Youth Participation,
Voluntary Activities, or Youth & the World).

Take part and contribute to enhancement of the YouthMetre. Hopefully
we will influence new EU youth policies together!

Thank you for your attention!
Dank u voor uw aandacht!
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